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From the Chairman 


The Theosophical Order of Seryice 


Inquirers often ask: “What do Theo- 
sophists actually do?” It is easy to say 
it is not what we do but what we are th 
is important. And that we hope that 


we are affects all the many different 
Theoso- 


activities in the world in which 
phists are engaged, 

But it is harder to be sure that \ 
making our full contribution to the 
in which we live. Self-training a 
improvement are almost valucless unless 
we give to the world more than the worl 
has given to us. be 

In the early years of the Society group: 
of Theosophists undertook pioneer : 
of relief and education. These have now 
been taken over by larger organizations 
with specially trained workers. 

Annie Besant founded the T.O.S. in 
order to help us to give with discrimination 
and in the most economic way, both in 
money and effort. It is not economic for 
the T.O.S. to duplicate work already 
being done by professionals. We should 
make our contributions to their work by 
the help we can give, through the T.O.S., 
to those organizations in money or 
activity. In fact many of our members do 
just that. 

What seems to be needed is for the 
T.O.S. to keep us informed about special 
needs which have not yet received wide 
enough recognition, such as research into 
new sources of protein food, medical 
research which does not involve cruel 
experiments on animals, “Beauty without 
cruelty”. If the T.O.S. can tell us where 
there is a special need, then its members 
can make donations for the T.O.S. to 
distribute, and can also suggest other ways 
in which they can help. 

But an information centre such as this 
needs a certain amount of money for 
postage and office expenses. Each Section 
Organizes its own branch of the T.O.S. 
How are these expenses usually met? In 
some Sections members of the T.O.S. pay 
a small annual subscription to cover such 
expenses. Is this the general rule? d 

It is hoped that we may have a meeting 
during sthe German Summer School Piy 
Bad Homburg vor der Hohe, August 7 to 
14. Let us have information then andi 
Suggestions for the future organization) 
and activity of the T.0.S i 

What about a fund for helping young 
members to attend study meetings and 
Summer Schools in other Sections? 

Hoping to meet many of you during the 
coming Summer. 

MADELEINE LESLIE-SMITH 


Book Reviews 


THE PATH OF HEALING 
By H. K. CHALLONER, T.P.H., 
London, £2-20. 


This is the second edition, containing a 
long introduction, and other enlargements 
and improvements. It is much more than 
a treatise on healing physical ailments, and 
contains detailed suggestions for the 
transformation of character which our 
President so often stresses. There is 
extensive variety of practical instruction 
on many sides of our emotional and 
mental lives, such as the proper use of fear 
and its transmutation. 

t.. Love is the only power that can} 
redeem and transform evil into good, 
ignorance into wisdom and disease into 
health’. The writer shows how nothing sol 
hinders this as criticism and denigration: 
of others, 
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In Perspective 


of people in different parts of the 

world, of wars acknowledged and 
unacknowledged, official and unofficial, of 
shootings and explosions and other forms 
of violence, in what should be peaceful and 
quiet lands—these are facts with which we 
are constantly being bombarded. From a 
longa point of view one might 
perhaps be tempted to wonder whether it 
would not be better for the really big 
bombs to be let off and destroy the 
part of the human race, Then a fresh start 
could be laboriously made, and millions of 
more advanced egos, who had built great 
cultures in the past, would reincarnate to 
fashion a new earth and a world civiliza- 
tion. But that would be too easy a way out. 
The instant solution, drastically made by 
forcing an issue, can seldom solve prob- 
lems. And this one would savour too much 
of a suicidal hope of escapism, when 
difficulties not faced will appear in future 
incarnations to be dealt with possibly in 
even less promising conditions. Human 
dilemmas have to be resolved in physical 
life. 


R ‘cr peop of massacres of thousands 


Inevitable Outcome 

One of the basic postulates of the 
Esoteric Philosophy is the Oneness of Life, 
According to the Mahatma Letters the 
One Life is the ‘essence of every atom of 
matter’. The entire Universe, including 
man, is a unity—One Being, as H. P. 
Blavatsky said. This is supported not only 
by sages and poets but also by modern 
scientists, One of them recently wrote 
‘Each particle is linked inseparably with 
everything else in the Universe’, and this 
orms ‘the totality of the Universe, in- 
cluding the human observer’. 

It is self-evident then that the whole 
process of evolution must always be 
pressing towards outward manifestation of 
he Oneness innate in all existence. It is, 
30 to speak, of the very nature of Nature. 
How can anyone who recognizes this truth 
be pessimistic? The eventual outcome is 
sure. There is no other way. Yet 

Think not that sudden, in a minute, 
All is accomplished and the work is 
done. 
Theosophists should be capable of the long 
view; they should also have a little faith 
in the result. As our International Presi- 
dent, Mr. Sri Ram, has said in another 
connection, ‘We need not come to the 
conclusion that the problem of guiding 
evolution on this earth has got beyond the 
powers of those great Beings who are in 
charge of its destinies. They have their 
means of controlling the situation, even 
though the employment of those means 
permits and sometimes includes what 
would be to us a major catastrophe’. If 
there must be catastrophe, then it will be 
because the Wise and Perfect Ones see the 
need for it, not because mankind wants to 
run away from its problems. 


THE OPENING OF THE WISDOM- 
EYE 


By THE DALAI LAMA 
Translated from the Tibetan by three 
Buddhist scholars, 

A Quest Book, T.P.H. £2°75, 


This book contains an exposition of 
Tibetan Buddhism, described with clarity, 
but briefly. The first chapter is devoted to 
a short account of the spread of Buddhism 

n Tibet from 650 A.D. The book discusses 
‘the threefold training for aspirants. (1) 
accruing virtue, (2) Training of 

illed collectedness in this book: 

mind, mens with its 

to that of transcendental 

Samadhi) are discussed. (3) 


A Better United Nations 


No one can question the value many 
of the subsidiary activities of the ana 
Nations. An immense amount has be 
ion for the welfare and succour of 
and peoples on a world scale in education, 
hey ood, culture ete. This alone has 
jus its formation and continued 
existence, However, other parts of th 
record are not so good, Some major aim 
of the Organization were set out in the 
su document called the D 
` Human Rights, which was pass 

the General Assembly in 194 è 
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difficulty in the Organization, d 
from the way in which it was for 
had certain advantages, as successor to 
League of Nations, in noting the e 
iences-of that body; but it was estab 
by nations that had apparently w 
world war in the hope of ensuring 
security without fighting or yast 
ments. There was much idealism as 
as what is euphemistically called ei 
lightened self-interest. Many other ni S 
joined the club in due course, and 
baited older members. But the ideals had 
dissipated. Debating international polities 
with an eye to pleasing one’s nationals at 
home is hardly likely to be either con- 
structive or useful. Some day surely the 
nations must form a parliament of some 
kind, not for prestige, or showing off, or 
sejfish advantage, not even. for keeping 
their end up, but because they wanr to co- 
operate for the benefit of mankind. Then 
we shall have a real United Nations and an 
effective world organization. 


One Man’s Belief 

The following extract from a broadcast 
by Mr. Sean O'Faolain may be worth 
pondering. ‘I have no least speck of local 
pat -iotism left in me. I believe only that the 
dig vity of man should never be diminished 
any where—in India, Johannesburg, Salis- 
bury, Belfast, Mexico, Venezuela, Hun- 
gary, Czechoslovakia or Great Britain. 1 
don’t give a tinker’s curse who rules any 
of these places so long as every man there 
is given parity of social, economic and 
cul.ural opportunity to be himself, and, at 
that, without interfering with the right of 
the man at his side to be himself in a 
completely opposite way. 

Bo L.H.L-S. 
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'AIRIES AT WORK AND AT PLAY 

BserveD By Georrrey Hopsox, T.PLH,, 
London, £075, 

This is the fourth reprint of a book first 
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by M. Pearon-Laroute 


“Our life is from God and from a higher 

a Which participates in His eternity 

eternal existence which we have in 

God constitutes a distinct entity owing 

to its production in time, At the same 

time this entity is so akin to God that 

God recognizes and reflects Himself in 

this resemblance, although there is dis- 

tinction and difference. This resemblance 
is nevertheless one with the image of the 

Holy Trinity, By this image our being. 

created in time, is suspended at the 

heart of the Eternal Being and is onc 
with Him in his essential existence, By 
it God lives in us, His existence shines 
in the pinnacle of the soul which is like 

a mirror in which it is reflected, and it is 

that which is the Spirit’. 

What exactly does his word ‘image’ 
mean for him? He says: ‘It is an aptitude, 
innate and constitutional in the human 
body, to imitate, according to the trinitary 
rhythm, the internal activity of God, from 
which it derives’. He also says: “What we 
are we contemplate (in contemplation). 
and what we contemplate we are’. 

He considered that the essential faculties 
of the soul (which he called the powers) are 
created by human activity. We find the 
same idea in Patanjali and other Indian 
philosophies. In describing the activity and 
the essence of the soul suspended in God, 
he says: ‘In this unity, the soul is called 
spirit’. (Could it not also be translated as 
the Self?). 

In describing the natural unity, we are 
on the familiar ground of the monad, the 
ego and the personality, a trinity yet one 
In Esoteric Buddhism there is a chapter 
entitled ‘The Progress of Humanity’ in 
which this question is dealt with in exactly 
the same way, almost in the same words 
although it is certain that Ruysbroeck dic 
not know Sinnett! 

Had he read all this somewhere or wa 
he trying to convey his own experience 
We do not know. He says: ‘One mus 
see. . .. and again: ‘To ‘hear and to see are 
one and the same thing. If you cannot see 
you cannot hear, and if you cannot hear, 
you cannot see’. This is also said in our 
theosophical books, but it has nothing to 
do with psychism, of which he wasl 
ignorant. He penetrated to the purest and © 
most complete spiritual vision, which he 
accepted without hesitation, feeling that 
this was Truth itself, and one can haye no 
doubts when faced with Truth. 

We ask ourselves what is this union 
without intermediary, that of the third 
stage, of contemplation, if the glorious 
spiritual body only shows the perfection of 
the first stage? How many of us would be 
happy if we had only arrived at the per- 
fection of the first stage, which is only the 
antichamber of the second, which is only 
the antichamber of the third. At what 
height can we find the real door to the 
spiritual life, the life immersed in God? 

Here Ruysbroeck says: ‘When the soul 
has arrived at this stage, it can go out, as 
it goes to meet the bridegroom’. The order 
addressed to the virgins according 
Matthew XXY, 6, is: ‘Behold the bi 
groom comes, go ye out to meet him’ 

There are four different ways of goin 
out, but Ruysb a 
he meant by this 
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occasionally see the luggage prob 
solved by the minstrel carrying just his 
guitar whilst a useful girl friend shoulders 
the heavy packs. They wander from place 
to place, sometimes of their own choosing, 
sometimes to the destination of the 
motorist who gives them a lift, unlike the 
minstrels of the Middle Ages who went 
from Castle to Castle or from Fair to Fair, 
on their own two feet or with the help of a 
donkey or horse. 

The minstrels of old are not to be 
confused with the troubadours, who were 
comfortably situated, leisured and well 
educated, wrote poetry and music of high 
quality and may be considered the fathers 
and mothers of European literature and 
music. 

I have heard that one of the reincarna- 
tion cycles is 6/700 years, so the wanderer 
of the 13th century may well have drifted 
back into the 20th. The types are very 
similar. The minstrels wandered from 
place to place, singing of love and heroism, 
performing juggling and acrobatic feats, 
and bringing colour and amusement to the 
settled people. They somehow scraped a 
livelihood, lived a hard life and died fairly 
young. To some extent they must have lived 
off the land and were therefore considered 
thieves. They must have been dirty and 
insect-ridden and were therefore expected 
to sleep rough. In many places they were 
driven away. Did some of them die in fear 
and hatred of the establishment of the day? 
Very likely, for some tyrannies Were very 
cruel. 

Many of the modern minstrels despise 
the free societies into which they were born, 
and accuse their organisations of being 
hypocritical, tyrannical and many other 
nasty things. These societies have, how- 
cver, provided them with families who 
often keep them, schools and colleges 
which could give them every kind of free 
cducation they might want, and medical 
care, sports and recreational facilities of 
every kind. Do they want these privi 
for which the children in the un 
nourished, under-educated ‘third world 
would give almost anything? 

_ Obviously not, for if one suffers from an 
inward urge that drives one over hill 
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infirm and old they will mdeed 
way long and the wind cold. 
This may be just a pessimistic 
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contribution to the world, but of 
are so far no signs. 
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ithin ourselves but also in relation 
h others. The conflict of opinions ean 
something very painful—above all 
since we usually identify ourselves with 
our own opinion! If we are trying to b 
abjective, we shall attempt to unders§ 
the other man’s point of view, listen ta 
arguments, reflect on his character and 
circumstances and other ns which 
him t9 the opinions he remembering 
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the “Mahatma Letters” conce 
London Lodge of the T.S., which 
split into two factions, The great 
for the Lodge was said to be 
friction between the two points 
lethargy if these opposite stan 
not existed. 

But when the friction between o 
leads in the social and internati 
to open conflict and even war (in 
Ireland, in Vietnam), it is not ve 
to reflect that friction can be ber 
What may be beneficial in a 
amount is highly harmful in a larg 
The two extremes of lethargy and 
conflict are both undesirable, 

In such a case as war we realise the 
urgent need for humanity to arrive at a 
harmonising of the opposites, It is not & 
matter of dispensing with the opposites, 
which would not in any case be possible, 
but of somehow building a bridge of under- 
standing—and_ standing on the bridge 
when one can. 

There are several possibilities. In busi- 
ness the representatives of two companies 
Wishing to conclude an agreement discuss 
and arrive at such an agreement by a 
process of mutual concessions, a process of 
compromise, so that they meet somewhere 
in the middle between any extreme posi- 
tions they may at first have held. In inter- 
national politics the same procedure is 
adopted between heads or representatives 
of different states. Here much more is at 
stake but for several reasons it is often 
more difficult to arrive at a settlement. 
But the very fact that individuals meet and 
discuss, trying to come to agreement, may 
create an atmosphere which makes later 
negotiations easier. 

So the opposites may be harmonised by 
compromise. They may also be harmon- 
ised by the introduction of a third factor, 
It may be a “negative” third factor, When 
the parties are reconciled and united by a 
common danger. We have ample illustra- 
tion of this in politics today. Faced with 
the existence of the atomic bomb, practic? 
ally every nation in the world outwardly 
proclaims itself in favour of peace. i 

But the opposites may be harmon'sedi{ 
by a “positive” third factor. This can : :ost 
easily be illustrated from e.g. philosophy. 
Thesis and antithesis are resolved in a 
synthesis which transcends them. Speaking 
of the extreme views in theology in support 
of Grace and Self-Reliant Effort, Dr. 
Taimni writes: “The truth underlying both 
these extreme views transcends both the 
views and reconciles them in a deeper 
perception of the spiritual facts of exist- 
ence. This paradox is really a ‘dvandva’ or 
pair of opposites which the intellect poses 
for us owing to our limited vision. It can 
be completely resolved only when the 
intellect is transcended and we are able to 
perceive that reality from which the} 
‘dvandva? is derived by a process of 
polarization,” ** 

Such a reconciliation of two extreme 
views is becoming possible, e.g. in the 
field of religion. More is achieved today 
by ecumenical efforts than would have 
been thought possible even 20 years ago. 
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If such reconciliation is seen to be 
possible in conflicts of philosophical 


opinion, we may hope that the time will | 


come when it is possible also in the 
realm of international relations, 

It is not a matter of destroying the 
opposites or even of Peo them, They | 
|, the) part of life, they are our 

be recognised and 


“Of Grace und soit: 
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RESULT OF MEYER COMPETITION 
ORGANIZED BY THE SWISS 
SECTION 
As announced in our issue of September 
1969 an international competition was 
organized inviting members, groups of 
research workers, ete, to present un- 
published texts on a and its 
relationship to other aspects of life. This 
competition has now been judged and the 

following prizes awarded : 
Ist: Fragments of Hindu Occultism. The 
winner lives in India and is awarded 
a return air ticket from New Delhi to 
Europe, and a stay of three weeks in 
Huizen, 
Essai d'une philosophie de la hee 4 
The winner is Belgian and is award 
a return air ticket from Bui to 
Madras and a ay of three weeks at 
et International Headquarters in 
yar. 
Hommage à un Père. The wi 
Dutch and is awa € 
accommodation at Huizen, | 
travel and accommodation 
European summer school, 
Aquarian Oceultist. The winner is 
American and is awarded a return 
flight from Baltimore to Wheaton 
and a contribution towards the 
expenses of attending a study week 
of the American Convention, 
La Genesi dell'Anima. The winner is 
Italian, and is offered a return ticket 
first class from his home to the Pays 
Latins Summer School at Territet, 
with free accommodation. 
Lesebuch für alle Tage, Collective 
work of a German Lodge. Token of 
Sw.Frs.500—for the purchase of 
books or other objects. 
: Coup d'oeil sur la vie. The winner is 
French, and is awarded a token for 
Fr.Frs.500 — for the purchase of 
books from the Editions Adyar, 
Paris. 
Die liebenswerte Bestie. The winner 
is Austrian, and is awarded a return 
Ist class ticket to Pichl and accom- 
modation for one week at the 
German-speaking region summer 
school or a token for Sw.Frs.250— 
for the purchase of books, 
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NEWS FROM ADYAR 
The NEW LIFE FOR INDIA Movement 
Was started in 1968 on the initiative of 


| Mrs. Radha S. Burnier, the General 


Secretary of the Indian Section of the T.S. 
It was formally inaugurated by the then 
Governor of Tamil Nadu, Sirdar Ujjal 
Singh, in October, 1968. It stands for 
right citizenship, which connotes all 
efforts to fulfil one’s duties as a citizen, 
based on regard for social and public 
welfare, overriding personal, group and 
sectarian interests. The Movement asks 
its supporters and the public to stand by 
moral values and live by them. It also 
emphasizes the importance of the adop- 
tion of only right means for the achieve- 
ment of right ends. It is non-partisan. 
Its aim is to improve the moral atmosphere 
and to help free public life from indisei- 
pline, corruption, inefficiency and dis- 
a! of moral values, 

AP 


ing the 96th International Con- 
n of the T.S, held at Adyar in 
ember 1971, workers and supporters 
Movement from many parts of 
met, They decided to hold seminars, 
d speakers’ contests and 
f the movement 
of meetings, 
meeting com- 


SUMMER SCHOOLS 
innish Section: 24th June to 2nd July. 
y aon Section: Jst to 8th July 
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pion; 22nd to 29th July 
nel Praestegaard), 

see below. 
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High Leigh, Hoddesdon, 
29 July-5 August 
Theme: TO KNOW FOR 


Members from other Sections will be 
warmly welcomed at = Summer School. 
The Guest Speaker is Mrs. Radha Burnier 
and with Mr. man ine Leslie-Smith, 
Chairman of the European 
presiding. Other speakers will include Miss 
Joy Mills, National President of America, 
Dr. Corona Trew, Dr. Hugh Shearman, 
Mr. Geoffrey Farthing, Miss lanthe 
Hoskins, Mr. L. H. Leslie-Smith and Mr. 
V Wallace Slater. i 

The charge for the whole week is £16 
including all meals, morning coffee 
evening drink, plus a som- hs 
Registration Fee of S0p.A special coach is 
being arranged to leave Portland Place, 
London, (Opposite the B.B.C.) on Satur- 
day, July 29 at 3 p.m. to take members 
direct to High Leigh at a cost of 50p each. 

Applications, with the Registration Fee 
of SOp, should be sent to Mrs. Doris M. 
Slater, 10 Crammer Court, Wicklifie 
Avenue, London, N3 3HG- 


Tur THEOSOPHICAL WORLD 
Epi CATION AND RESEARCH has 
new leaflet about its work 
= please apply to 


Slater, 10 Cranmer Court, 
enue, London, N3 3 
Bem eed addressed envelope. (or inter- 

ional postage coupon). 
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